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SECOND READING SPEECHES — AMENDING BILLS 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.33 pm]: I thought I would share a little bit of humour with 
members tonight. About 16 years ago, when Hon George Cash was President of the Legislative Council, he was 
cleaning out his office and he said to me, “This will not make too much sense to you now”, but that later, when 
I learnt legislation, it would. He was referring to a second reading speech that is suitable for any amending bill, 
and I mean any amending bill. It could be a universities legislation amendment bill, a health amendment bill, 
a land amendment bill or a liquor amendment bill. How do we get one speech that covers the lot? I think it 
probably has been read in your time, Mr President, but not in mine; I am not sure. This is a second reading 
speech for any amending bill — 

I will say at the outset that I am very pleased to see this Bill come before the House. In my opinion, the 
provisions embodied in this are long overdue, and their inclusion in the principal Act will do much to 
remove the minor anomalies which have existed for so long. 

I am sure most members will agree that despite the difficulties, which the Bill seeks to adjust, this Act 
has been a valuable Statute to have on the books. Its scope has been wide, and it has had extensive 
effects on most members of the community—lasting and beneficial effects—and over the years there 
have been few complaints. 

In a State such as ours, we must, at this point of time, look ahead and take into account the progress and 
development which are apparent all around us. We live in an affluent society, and it is up to us, as 
responsible legislators, to ensure that where anomalies and difficulties exist, these ills are remedied, and 
remedied as speedily as possible. 

We all know that in some cases there is reluctance to make changes, but these are times of change, and 
if we are to have a functional flexibility, we must be prepared to accept changes which are compatible 
with our policy concept, and which are to the benefit of all. 

We must be prepared to meet the challenge. We must be prepared to accept criticism if the changes we 
propose may not at first glance appear popular. 

I might say here that I consider we are in a better position to appreciate the full effects of this legislation 
than are those people who are without daily contact with these problems. 

It is necessary to have this continuing contact with the problems and with the people affected, in order 
to know just what all this means, and I can say from a long experience in this field, that the effect is 
widespread and the implications many; but I also emphasise that in the long term the benefits will be far 
reaching and will be welcomed by those on the receiving end. 

There are knockers in every society, Mr President, and this place is no exception. I am sure the majority 
of members will recall the occasion last session when a most unpopular Bill was being debated and all 
sorts of fears were expressed about what would happen if the Bill were allowed to pass. As you know, it 
went through after a very stormy passage, and what happened afterwards? It was accepted, even 
welcomed, and the effects can now be appreciated.  

I consider the Minister is to be congratulated on bringing this matter to the House, and I have pleasure 
in supporting the Bill. 

I just thought that everybody might like to have a bit of a laugh at that, because normally there is no one second 
reading speech. As I am about to leave this chamber, I thought humour was necessary. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, I am tempted to say, “The question is that the bill be read a second time”! As 
there are no further members’ statements, the house is adjourned. 

House adjourned at 9.37 pm 
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